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Featured Backlist 

Miradas transatlánticas: El periodismo literario de Elena 
Poniatowska y Rosa Montero
by Alicia Rita Rueda-Acedo
This book studies how Poniatowska and Montero 
represent women who were part of the feminist agenda 
and deepens the debate about the relationship between 
literature and journalism being discussed on both sides 
of the Atlantic. 
PSRL 55. 2012. viii, 242 pp. Paperback ISBN 978-1-
55753-626-6 $45.00 Spanish

Género, nación y literatura: Emilia Pardo Bazán en la 
literatura gallega y española 
by Carmen Pereira-Muro
A study on the gender politics in Spanish and Galician 
literary institutions through their reactions to Pardo 
Bazán and her own project about the place of women 
in national culture.
PSRL 56. 2012. vi, 230 pp. Paperback ISBN 978-1-
55753-625-9 $45.00 Spanish

PERUVIAN JAPANESE
The Closed Hand: Images of the Japanese in Modern 
Peruvian Literature
by Rebecca Riger Tsurumi
Tsurumi analyzes how non-Japanese Peruvian narrators 
unlock the unspoken attitudes and beliefs about the 
Japanese held by mainstream Peruvian society.
PSRL 54. 2012. xvi, 314 pp. Paperback ISBN 978-1-
55753-607-5 $45.00

LUSO-BRAZILIAN
Nossa and Nuestra América: Inter-American Dialogues, 
by Robert Patrick Newcomb
Explores the question of whether Brazil is part of 
Latin America or an island unto itself.
PSRL 52. 2011. viii, 264 pp. Paperback ISBN 978-1-
55753-603-7 $45.00
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Purdue Studies in Romance Literatures

Works that make a significant contribution to 
the study of French, Italian, Luso-Brazilian, 
Spanish, and Spanish American Literatures

For information about 
submitting a manuscript, visit 
http://www.cla.purdue.edu/slc/PSRL

Knowing Subjects: Cognitive Cultural 
Studies and Early Modern Spanish 
Literature 
Barbara Simerka 
PSRL 57

In Knowing Subjects, Barbara Simerka 
uses an emergent field of literary study—
cognitive cultural studies—to delineate 
new ways of looking at early modern 
Spanish literature and to analyze cognition and social identity 
in Spain at the time. Simerka analyzes works by Cervantes 
and Gracían, as well as picaresque novels and comedias. 
Employing an interdisciplinary approach, she brings together 
several strands of cognitive theory and details the synergies 
among neurological, anthropological, and psychological 
discoveries that provide new insights into human cognition. 

Barbara Simerka, Queens College/CUNY, is the author of 
Discourses of Empire. She is editor or co-editor of three volumes 
of critical essays and of a special issue of Cervantes. She has 
published over twenty essays, with emphasis on interdisciplinary 
and feminist approaches.  With Christopher Weimer, she co-
authored several articles on Don Quixote and postmodern film 
and founded the electronic journal Laberinto. Her most recent 
works employ cognitive theories to study tragic drama and genre 
theory, political drama (privanza), and contemporary feminist 
science fiction.

PAPERBACK, xii, 260 pp.  978-1-55753-644-0 • $45.00; E-
book available, $38.99 • April 2013

Sites of Disquiet: The Non-Space in Spanish 
American Short Narratives and Their 
Cinematic Transformations
Ilka Kressner
PSRL 58

Some of the most important writers of 
the twentieth century, including Borges, 
Cortázar, Rulfo, and García Márquez, have 
explored ambiguous sites of a disquieting 
nature. Their characters face merging 
perspectives, deferral, darkness, or emptiness. Such a space is 
neither a site of projection (as utopia or dystopia) nor a neutral 
setting (as the topos). For the characters, it is real and active, 
at once elusive and transforming. Despite the challenges of 
visualizing such slippery spaces, filmic experimentations in 
Spanish American cinema since the 1960s have sought to adapt 
these texts to the screen. Ilka Kressner’s Sites of Disquiet examines 
these representations of alternative dimensions in Spanish 
American short narratives and their transformations to the 
cinematic screen. The study is informed by contemporary critical 
approaches to spatiality, especially the concepts of atopos (non-
space), spaces of mobility, sites of différance, of a self-effacing 
presence, and sonic spaces. 

Ilka Kressner, the University at Albany, State University of New 
York, focuses on twentieth-century to contemporary Spanish 
American literature and arts, often from a comparative perspective. 
Her research interests include intermediality (word, image, sound), 
notions of space in art (encompassing the related topics of vertigo, 
free fall, and velocity), ecocriticism, and aesthetics of interaction.

Paperback, xviii, 169 pp. 978-1-55753-654-9 • $45.00; E-book 
available, $38.99 • August 2013

Reframing Italy: New Trends in 
Italian Women’s Filmmaking
Bernadette Luciano  
and Susanna Scarparo
PSRL 59 

In recent years, Italian cinema has 
experienced a quiet revolution: 
the proliferation of films by 
women. But their thought-
provoking work has not yet 
received the attention it deserves. Reframing Italy fills 
this gap. The book introduces readers to films and 
documentaries by recognized women directors such 
as Cristina Comencini, Wilma Labate, Alina Marazzi, 
Antonietta De Lillo, Marina Spada, and Francesca 
Comencini, as well as to filmmakers whose work has so 
far been undeservedly ignored. Through a thematically 
based analysis supported by case studies, Luciano 
and Scarparo argue that Italian women filmmakers, 
while not overtly feminist, are producing work that 
increasingly foregrounds female subjectivity. This book, 
with its accompanying video interviews, explores the 
filmmakers’ challenging relationships with a highly 
patriarchal cinema industry.

Bernadette Luciano, University of Auckland, New 
Zealand, specializes in Italian cinema and cultural 
studies. She has published articles, book chapters, 
and books on Italian cinema, film adaptation, Italian 
women’s historical novels, women’s autobiographical 
writing, and literary translation.

Susanna Scarparo, Monash University, Australia, works 
on Italian cinema and literary and cultural studies. 
She has published articles, book chapters, and books 
on Italian women’s historical writing, women’s life 
writing, Italian feminist theory, Italian-Australian 
literature and Italian cinema.

Paperback, viii, 246 pp. 978-1-55753-655-6 • $45.00; 
E-book available, $38.99 • November 2013

INCLUDES ACCESS  
TO ONLINE INTERVIEWS

FORTHCOMING in 2014
Sara J. Brenneis, Genre Fusion: A New Approach to 

History, Fiction, and Memory in Contemporary Spain
Guadalupe Martí-Peña, Ilusionismo verbal en “Elogio de 

la madrastra” y “Los cuadernos de don Rigoberto” de 
Mario Vargas Llosa

Ronald W. Sousa, On Emerging from Hyper-Nation: 
Saramago’s “Historical Trilogy”

Editors: Íñigo Sánchez-Llama, Purdue, editor for Spanish and Series 
Editor; Brett Bowles, Indiana, for French; Elena Coda, Purdue, for Ital-
ian; Paul Dixon, Purdue, for Luso-Brazilian; Patricia Hart, Purdue, for 
Spanish; Gwen Kirkpatrick, Georgetown, for  Spanish; Allen G. Wood, 
Purdue, for French 

ABOUT PSRL


